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the books of the prophets in their synagogues
every Sabbath day. The Jewish people were not
confined to the territory of Palestine at the time
of the advent of Christ. Notwithstanding the per-
mission by Cyrus to return to it after the predicted
seventy years of captivity had ended, a large num-
ber remained in Babylon, being about as indiffer-
ent to the fatherland as are our Jews, who prefer
to remain In the comfortable social condition they
have ever enjoyed in the United States. Their
condition in Babylon was much improved. Great
privileges were granted them, and their colonies
consequently became so numerous, and had been
so well located for trade, that at the time of the
advent there was no portion of the Roman empire
where Jews were not found. Their religion and
their sacred books became as widely known as
themselves. But although Judaism was respected
among the heathen as a religious system mainly
for its antiquity, yet the Jews themselves were
both hated and feared ; for the political character
with which they imprudently as well as falsely
invested their coming Messiah, awakened the
suspicions of the Roman officials, and kept them
on the lookout for insurrections. Hence, when
Herod heard of the visit of the Magi in search of
him who had been born king of the Jews, he was
much excited, and all Jerusalem with him, though
on different grounds; and sending for the chief
priests and other dignitaries, demanded of them
where their Messiah should be born. How could
they tell in any other way than by reference
to prophecy? Accordingly, they submitted to